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Afghan politics, dares es 


sion to his court, but 
which compelled: 
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against him, and: 
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in utter disregard | 


follow their 
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him with men and money, which would be a bieept drain 
on the revenues’ of India; because the. Afghans are quite 
averse to our interference. In these circumstances the best 
policy would be to annex Afghanistan. True the present 
revenues of that country are not sufficient to defray the cost 
of the civil administration and of the troops which will have to 
be kept there, but under our rule the revenues will largely be 
increased, and commerce between that country and India 
improved. In order to make good part of the loss which the 
occupation of Afghanistan will involve, economy should be 
enforced in the administration of India. Some of the mili- 
tary cantonments, which are at present situated on this:side 
of the frontier, may be removed to the other side in Afghan 
territories, The proportion of native civil servants to Euro- 
peans, which has been fixed at one-fifth, may be raised to one- 
third. Moreover, we should share the rich provinces of 
Central Asia with the Russians, 


The Mitra Vilas, Lahore, of the 29th December, ascribes 
“Phe deportation of Ya- the present outbreak in Kabul to the 
kub Khan from Kabul. deportation of Yakub Khan. When 
our troops first advanced towards Kabul, we told the Afghans 
that it was not our object to destroy the independence of 
their country, and the result was that they became our friends 
and did not oppose the advance of our troops. But the secret 
deportation of Yakub Khan has excited doubts in their minds 
in regard to the sincerity of our professions, and the mullas 
have seized the opportunity to work upon their feelings. 
Before deporting Yakub Khan, the Government should have 
convinced thein that he was a treacherous and cruel prince, 
and that he would oppress and tyrannise over them. Then a 
proclamation should have been issued to the effect that, as he 
is incapable of ruling, the Government is going to imprison 
him and appoint a better man in his place. And then after 
having appointed an heir to the throne, with the consent of 


the chief Afghan sardars, the Government might have deport- 
ed Yakub Khan. 


(3) 


The Rahbar-t-Hind, Lahore, of the 29th Devember, states 

thatthe Kabul question has become very 
complicated and. will long be a source 
of anxiety to the Government. Our contemporaries have 
several times congratulated the Government during the war 
on its successes, but we have refrained from doing so on 
each occasion. .We have no reason to doubt the ability of 
the Home Government, Lord Lytton, and General Roberts,. 

but it is beyond dispute that each step at the different stages 
of the Kabul question was not taken with sufficient care. The 

rebuff given to Sir Neville Chamberlain’s mission, the outrage 
on our Kabul embassy, and the recent outbreak in Kabul are 
indicative of undue haste and carelessness on the part of the 
Government. The war has: involved a great loss of. life 
and money. We admit that when the enmity of Afghanistan 
became apparent we recommended the despatch of an expedi- 
_ tion against that country. But we were not aware that the 
Government or its officers would not be sufficiently careful. 
Major Cavagnari was sent to Kabul with a very smell: 
escort. He was not aware of thé conspiracy that was. brew-. 
ing against him tothe last moment until the Residency was: 
actually attacked. General Roberts did not know on. his 
arrival at Kabul, that a mine had been laid in Bula. Hissar. 
He did not foresee the recent outbreak of the Afghans. ‘These- 
facts reflect great discredit upon our officers. Our 

wilitary officers and soldiers are no doubt welt disciplined 
and faithfal, but they have become luxurious in. their habits. 

A soldier should fight on parched gram. and. raw flesh, and 
not on rum and delicious food. We- have been.exposed to 
reverses on three occasions owing to. the-insufficiency of our 
troops and the carelessness of our officers..: If the Government 
wishes to annex Afghanistan, it shoald at once eend a large 
number of ‘troops to occupy the country. Bat if itis averse 
to annexation, it should not fight with the ditferent Afghaa. 
tribes, which involves unnecessary loss of hfe and money; 
bat secure the friendship of Afghanistan by gram:ing a sab- 


Afghan politics 


Circulation, 
475 copies. 


( 4.3 


sidy as was formerly the case. If the Afghans are not satis-— 
fied: vith a subsidy of twelve lakhs of rupees, we might a give. 


them twenty-four lakhs. 
The Panjabi Akhbdr of the 27th December states thet # it 


. Yakub Khan, the ex appears from the Civil and M ihtary : 
Amir of Kabul. Gazette that Yakub Khan, the ex- © 
Amir of Kabul, will receive a monthly pension of Rs. 3,000, 
In our opinion the allowance is too small compared with his : 
high dignity. .There are many State prisoners in India who, 
although very inferior to him in dignity, get larger allowanc- 
es. The Saftr-t-Hind urges that Yakub Khan should: be: 


appointed Governor of Madras or of any other provinces, 
and states that the Kmperor Akbar ‘used to treut the chiefe, 
whose territories he seized, in the same way (see page 977 of 
the Selvctions for the week ending the 20th December, 1879). 
Akbar could easily follow this policy because his principles 


of administration were not different from those of the other 


chiefs of that time. But the case is different at. present. 


Yakub Khan can rule over a barbarons people like the Af-. 


ghans, but he cannot manage the affairs of an Indian 


province. An assistant commissioner possesses consider. 
ably: more ability than he. He must congratalate him- | 


self on his good luck that he has not been sent to the 
Andamans. One of our correspondents is of opinion ‘that 
if the Government had hanged him in Kabul instead of 
deporting him from Kabul to India, the rebellion, which 
has lately taken place at that place, would not have occurred, 


To say nothing as to whether the policy, which our correspon~ 
dent recommends, would bave proved efficacious, no civilised 


Government would ever stoop to adopt it. It is not just to 
kill any refugee, specially a king. 


The Koh-i-Nér, Lahore, of the 27th December, refers to | 
the article of the Anjumani Panjab 


The de tion of Y 
kub Xhan from Kabul and denouncing the deportation of Yakub 


ate goat Khan from Kabul and ascribing the 
recent insurrection of the Afghans to his deportation (see 


a em ie ai al as OU ke ae ae: eS ee 


- ra% : * 


page 993 of the ‘ending. the 37th De- : 
cettiber, 1879), and remarks that the Anjumant Fanjad is coe 
mistaken. The recent ingurrection of the. Afghans is not 4 
necessarily due to the deportation of Yakub Khan. A revo- hee 
lution is'always attended with insurrections and rebellions oo 
as appears from the past history of India. Although the ex- 4 
pedition, which Khalifa Umar sent to India through 6 Persia : 
gulf succeeded in establishing Muhiinmadan 7 aa 
the Hindu rajas did not guietly submit to the foreign yoke. a ae 
The Hindu rajas opposed all the Indian expedition 
Mahmud of Ghazni, whose territories‘ extende hazni 
to the Deccan (sic). There were itrsurrections in the timeof = | 
Muhammad Tagblaq, although Muha madan rule had long ) a 
been firmly established by that time. Even ‘the reign of _ a ae 
Firoz Shah was not free from disturbance ‘and dieorder. ae 
The present Kabul ‘insurrection resembles very closely es 
the late Fatahabad and Jaunpur disorders, The establish- —s_. 

ment of British rulein India provoked opposition from 
Marathas both in “Bengal and t ac aah ; 
was on friendly terms with-the British Government. 
ofthe country was distarbed by Najaf Khan and 
Look at the state of affairs during the mutiny 
will be remembered that many small dis 


ects ees 


the annexation of: the Panjab. In these ‘ciroums tances ee 


: 


18 surprising that our con 
about the present state’ of things i in Ka ur 
the doubts aud apprehensions of the masses by its 
Yakub Khan has brought hi into diagrace by 
duct, and General Roberts has taken the | 

keep Yakub. 


* 


his own hands, it would not be wise to 
Kabul. It is no doubt very difficult 
the Government, but it is not 
about any matter which. is perfectly 
the Afghans will not last long: 
Our contemporary must 


ter wo. 
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(6°) 
Roberts is dealing with the tarbulent Afghans with great tact 
‘and judgment. The immediate deportation of Yakub Khan 
from Kabul'was necessary'to:carry out the Afghan policy of 
the Government, and ‘also indicates the great power of the 
( Government. The Government showed great forbearance to- 


; wards the Afghans fora lony time, but.as they would not listen 


to friendly advice, it has been obliged to have recourse to com- 
pulsion. We hope that our contemporary, which is generally 
considered to reflect the public opinion of the Panjab, will.re- 
-frain in future from expressing such sentiments .as:are only 
calculated to ‘strengthen the false apprehensions of ignorant 
The same paper states that a rumour is current ‘at Lahor 

to the effect that the Afghans have been 

Te Fae fie harassing the British: ioe at Kabal 
ne: _ + and have imprisoned General Roberts, 
and that the wifeof Yakub Khan has senta message to’ the 
Viceroy that General Roberts will not be released wnti} her tee- 
band has been sent back to Kabul, and that if there is a delay 
in sending him back, (teneral Roberts will be put tordeath. 
What foolish person has propagated such false rumours ? Ge- 
neral Roberts is safely stationed at Sherpur, and is busy quell- 
ing the rebellion. ' His telegraphic message of the 24th De- 
' cember is very reassuring. The rumour about: Musa Khan, 
Yakub Khan’s son, having been prockimed the Amir by 
the rebels, appears to be true. Similarly, when the ex-king 
of Oudh was dethroned, the rebels proclaimed Barjish Qadar 
heir to the throne with the assistance of his mother. «But be 
was soon compelled to take refuge in flight. The Afghans 


are foolishly courting their ownruin. Itis not to be wondered | 


at if the rebels heve instigated Yakub Khan’s wife to 
proclaim Musa Khan as the Amir from interested motives. 


Jf they kill General Roberts they will be none the better for | 


it. There are thousands of British officers as competent ashe. . 
Mhey should remember that the massacre of Major Cavageari 
* has brought no advantage but only evil to them. 
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


"The Oudh Akhbdr of the 80th December complains that Cironlation, 


gasp ei te the Wasikadars.of Oudh: have reduced 
The Wasikadars of Ondh. +s scngslves’ to’ ai state: of either: dest 
tution by their reckless extravagance. They vily 
involved in debt, so much so. that their wasika or: ‘pension 
ardly covers the interest on their . liabilities, 
lutely depend upon the of; their. creditors: for. their 
support. Just as the Government hes passed an. Act for 
the relief of the encumbered estates.of the talukdars of Oudh, 


another to enable the ex-king of QOudh to..effect. the. 


ment of his liabilities, another for the relief of the Nawab. of 


$ 


Pw 


Murshidabad, and another, for the 
Husainabed Endowment; it. sh 
the wasikadars of Oudh. It will be observed that the wasikas 
or endowments assigned. by. Bahu Begam, Nawab Ghazi-ud- 
din Haidar, and Nawab Nasir-ud-din Haidar are larger t 
Nawab Muhammad Ali Shah’s Husainabad Endowment or, 
Nawab of Marshidabad’s pension. __ All persons havi 
against wasikadars should he required to communi 
officer appointed for the purpose within a certain ti 
the expiration thereof no claims should. te 


officer should careful examine each, claim, . 


aoe 


‘ Re : a 


ime, a 


ka 


* ® <i dou 
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the original debt itself,.a Pe a should he. ef 
more than one-fourth of the. pension of any. 
should be devoted to the 
the advance of money: by. 


: be strictly prohibited for. the fature.. 
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The a tment of pro- 
civil service rules. 


mad Abbas, the son. of Mirza: 
of Oudh, as probationers in 


719 copies, 


¢-6) 
Oudh, under the new native civil service rales, and hopes that eit 


all persons of high birch will qualify their sons for appoint- mi 
ments of trust and responsibility in the public service, The pu 
Oudh Akhbdr also publishes a vernacular translation of the tic 
resolution recently issued by the Government. of India sano- . mi 


tioning the nominations made by the different local Govern- 
ments to the native civil service, 


The Oudh Akhddr of the Ist January pithiishes a coms 
municated article in which the writer 
compluins that an epidemic fever has 
long been prevailing in northern India, and has resulted in 
a great mortality. In some places whole families are ill and 
there is no one to tend the sick or bury the dead. We have 
heard ftom a trustworthy person, who lately went to Aligarh 
by railway, that he saw two or three dead bodies lie exposed 
in a field on the way. The attars or native draggists have 
considerably increased the price of medicines. Moreover; 
they sell rotten and adulterated medicines which do more 
harm than good to the patient. When poor patients, who 
are unable to pay the high prices demanded by wttars, go to 
a charitable dispensary for medicine, the native doctor tells 
them that he has not got sufficient medicines in store, but 
that he will be glad to visit them at their houses and pres, 
cribe remedies if they please. But it should be observed 
that those poor persons who can ill-afford to pay for native 
medicines cannot afford to pay the doctor's: fee and buy 
European medicines. Some doctors, even if they have got 
medicines in the dispensaries, tell the patients that they have 
none. Some do not take any fee from the patients, but take 
a commission from the druggists at a very high rate, who 
consequently charges the patients increased prices in order 
to recoup the loss. Some pay visits first to the well-to-do 
patients at their houses, who give them fees, to the great in- 
convenience of the poor patients who go to dispensaries. Tf. 
they persist in their present policy, the Government may 
perhaps be obliged to prohibit native doctors in eharge of cha 


The prevalence of fever. 
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ritable. dispensaries from having any - priva 
municipal committees should anpeal to the charity. of the © 


public, and collect subscriptions in order to establish: addi> | * 

tional dispensaries and appoint hakime for the distribution: of ‘ 

medicines among the poor.. a foe ch Wee | 4 
The Mitra Vilas, Lahore, of the 29 December, states: Circulation, : 


Alas! we have such asad news 4 
A native killed by a ; a 
uropean gunner at Landi. this week that our. heart. bursts. with — a 


° | surrow. We. cannot: sufficiently ex- a 


€ 


‘ 


press opr. grief at the. conduct pf Government. and the a 
military officers. The news is as follows: At. Landi Kotal.a 
European gunner in a sudden fit took his s 
a native. The native trembled. at the. sight of the dreadfal 
weapon, fell down upon his knees and : 
But the punner was inexorable, and.cut: the po ; SS 
off by a single stroke. He pleaded that. he was drank at.the Se 
time, and did not know what he did.. The court martial, a 
great deliberation, sentenced him to,receive some cuts of the 8 
cane. Alas! thanks to this deliberation, thanks. to.. : 
iality, thanks to this wisdom, and. thanks to this justice. 
We ask the Government what does it think of:the. natives? — | 
Do the Europeans consider.them animals or. 
Alas!! the natives are really very unfc 
ropean’s kill them every day wit 
judgments are delivered by. the j j 
one case the death of the deceased is 
rupture of the spleen. In another. 
to be a lunatic, | In another the marderer is said 


stances it is not fair play. to de 
showing lity tow rards th 
practically exist no where butin 


. 


co 


~The Jaipur Gazette (an Anglo-Hindi paper) of the 27th 
Lord Lytton’s speech at December makes the ettowin; g remarks 
A jmere. in regard to Lord Lytton’s speech at 
Ajmere :— 


“ The brilliant speech of His Excellency the Viceroy and 
Governor-General of India onght to make a deep impression 
on the minds of the chiefs and nobles of Rajputana, whose 
interests His Excellency seems to have warmly at heart. 
The just and well merited tribute paid by His Excellency to 
the memory of his late lamented predecessor, Lord Mayo, 
whose name is familiar with every Rajput noble, is very 
graceful. ‘Ifany Viceroy ever identified himself with the 
interests and welfare of the chiefs and nobles of these pro- 
vinces, it was Lord Mayo, and it was his discerning eye that 
at once found out the great desideratum of the country, the 
want of an educational institution befitting the nobility of the 
place, and he lost no time to supply it. His affable manner, 
courteous demeanour, and disinterested zeal for the welfare 
of the people of Rajputana, won for.bim the respect and con- 
fidence of the chiefs, who helped him greatly in the estab- 
lishment of the Indian Eton, an institution on which all our 
fature hopes for the improvement of these provinces greath 
depend. It is to education that we look for the regeneration 
of India, and the institution, therefore, that has for its objects 
the education of the sons of our nobility and the fature chiefs 
of India, is one no doubt destined to be a powerful instru- 


ment for the amelioration of the condition of the people of — 
this country. It is high time for our nobles to throw off their 
lethargy, and be up and doing for the education of their sons. 


we 
$ 


aS 


The earnest and lucid advice of His Excellency the Vicer : 
should be carefully stored in mind and vigorously acted upon. 
The age we live in, to quote Lord Lytton, is one of great “in- 
tellectual activity,’ and it is plain enough that those that will 


not be able to keep pace with tho progress of time, wilt — 
have ultithately ‘to go to the wall.’ Wealth and posi- 4 


tion our noblemen will leave as inheritance to their sons, 


( 1) 


but it will be very difficult for the. young heirs. to maintain 
their positions without education in these days of hard strug- 
gle. The advantages which the Mayo College. affords to 
our young nobility. are manifold, and if the nobles and chiefs 
of Rajpatana fail to appreciate them, woe, we must say, to 
our country, her hopes are lost for ever, and the prospect 
before her is gloomy. But, thank God, we have no reasons 
to despair. With chiefs, like the present Maharajas of 
Jaipur, Jodhpur, Udeypur, Ulwar, and others, who have 
nobly come forward to render every assistance to the insti- 
tution, we must say, the future of Raj putana looks fur from 
discouraging, and the dawn of better days has already 


commenced, 


With regard to His Rrcelleney’ s exhortation to the stu- 
dents of the college, we heartily join voice with the Viceroy 


in upholding the importance of physical culture ; but in this 
part of the country our young noblemen, however their eda- 
cation is neglected, kre all accustomed to physical exercise 
and manly sports. Hunting and shooting are still the favour- 


ite amusements amongst the young Rajputs in their early 


boyhood, but what is most unfortunate they lapse into vile 
sensuality when they grow up to manhood. That is a thing 
which must be strongly guarded against, and nothing but a 
refined and cultivated intellect could save them from that 
life of devauchery. It isa fact that some of our young 
chiefs with a little smattering of English and strong love for 
English sports and habits have become so thor: 
cised that they have at last become more hateful, than orna- 
ments to society (sic). We are glad to find His Excellency 
warning our young soions against falling into,such, a. vice, 


and we hope His Exocellency’s admonition will. be simper tp 


the minds of his young. audience. 


“His Excellency seems to have: a very y high opinion af 


the knowledge of Urdu sili Persian, which’ His « 


Angli- 


thinks will open out to the young _— penal 


~~4 


475 copies, 
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lency’s opinion. To our young Rajput s knowledge of the 
Sanscrit, the mother language of the country, will be highly 
useful. Of course, we do not speak of our Muhammadan 
young friends. A fair knowledge of the mother language, 
Sanscrit in case of Hindus, and Persian in case of Muham- 
madans, should be the aim of the course of college study.” 


LOCAL. 


The Urdu Akhbdr, Akola, of the 27th December, states 
that in the new bud get the municipal 

waka we ee — committee, Akola, has provided a 
i to the monthly allowance of Rs. 10 to the 
Bidar school, but stopped the monthly 

allowance of Rs. 10 which was hitherto given to the town libra- 
ry. The writer approves of the grant of an allowance to the 
school, but condemns the abolition of the library allowance, on 
the ground that the abolition will make the state of the library 
worse than what it is at present. There is no doubt that it is 
ina bad state owing to the indifference of the public; but at 


all events its income from private subscriptions exceeds - 
municipal allowance. 


The Rahbari Hind, Lahore, of the 29th December, com- 
ee eee plains of the want of good sanitary 
tary arrangemente at La- arrangements at Lahore. For the last 
| one and a half or two months night- 

soil was collected in each street, which accumulated in large 
heaps, and was a great nuisance. As those heaps are now 
being removed from the streets, an intolerable gtench eman- 
ates from them. We have heard that this filth will be colleot- 
ed in the gardens situated all around the city, which is also 
objectionable on sanitary grounds. Moreover, we are afraid 
that new heaps of night-soil may again be formed in the 


streets, as the new conservancy oggts made by the municipal 
committee are very small, The committee should ner? 


these carts, if possible, or have new ones made. 


( 18°) 


The Panjabi Akhbdr, Lahore, of the 27th December, makeg 
nearly the same remarks about the 


The same subject, want of good sanitary arrangements 


at Lahore. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
The Oudh Akhbér ot the 8ist December publishes a com- 
Thakur Gur Prasad municated articlein which the writer 
Singh of Beswan, Aligarh. states that Thakur Gur Prasad Singh, 
the talukdar and honorary magistrate of Beswan, Aligarh, has 
translated the Vedas into Hindi, and printed the translation at 
his own press. The translation has been very highly spoken 
of by Professor Max Muller, Professor Monier Williams, and 
others. It will be remembered, by the bye, that Professor 
Max Maller received a honorarium of Rs. 20,000 frum the Go- . 
vernment for translating the Rigveda into English. Thakur 
Gur Prasad Singh is a member of the Asiatic Society, Bengal, 
the Royal Asiatic Society, Londos, the Germaff Oriental 
Society, &c. During the mutiny of 1857 he rendered great 
services to Government. He saved Government offices from 
plunder, and preserved peace in the British territories situated 
near his estates. He rendered great relief to the people 
during the late prevalence of scarcity and fever. He con- 
stracted a masonry tank in order to provide labour for the 
poor. In recognition of his learning, charity, and services to 
the State, the Government should bestow the title of Raisi 
Amir (ste) upon him. Thakur Gobind Singh of Hathras, who 


is a relative of his, received the title of Raja Bahadur for his 
services during the mutiny. 
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